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Introduction and Background 

The Great Angus Beach Clean was the largest event of its type ever to take place in Angus. 
Traditional beach cleans have become well established events at various locations along the 
Angus Coast in recent years. However, concern about increasing volumes of marine litter has 
been raised by many individuals and groups. Aerial surveys  carried out by the Scrapbook pilots 
provide photographic evidence of vast amounts of marine litter strewn along the more remote 
areas of the Scottish coastline. Marine wildlife affected by ingestion of plastic and/or 
entanglement with ghost fishing gear has also increased over recent years. 


In Arbroath, Angus Clean Environments (ACE) have been leading on a project to prevent land litter 
from reaching the sea, particularly at the harbour area in Arbroath. In East Haven, residents have 
been beach cleaning for over 25 years. During that time the amount of marine litter, particularly 
ghost fishing gear has increased to the point that it is no longer possible to remove it without 
mechanical assistance. In March 2019 East Haven Together (EHT) received grant funding from 
Angus LEADER, the European rural development programme, to purchase an all-terrain utility task 
vehicle (UTV) capable of negotiating the beach and transporting heavy items. 


The acquisition of this UTV enabled EHT to consider radical new approaches to clearing marine 
litter along the Angus coast. Whilst the traditional beach clean format remains a useful activity, it is 
on its own no longer an adequate or sustainable response. The Great Angus Beach Clean tested 
out a new approach which resulted in 3 tonnes of marine litter being removed from the coastline 
between Carnoustie and Arbroath over 3 days from 10th -12th May 2019. This report provides an 
opportunity to share information about the learning which arose from this event and provides 
recommendations for similar approaches in the future.


Participants 

The Great Angus Beach Clean was a partnership event supported by Angus LEADER and a 
number of communities and organisations including; Angus Council, Cllr Julie Bell, (Marine Litter 
and Coastal Habitat Champion), East Grampian Coastal Partnership, EHT, Keptie Friends, 
Ladyloan Primary School and St Vigeans Conservation Group. Importantly, it was a large public 
event involving people from all walks 
of life who shared an interest in 
reducing marine litter. 


How Was the Event Organised? 

The event was held over three days 
from 10th -12th May 2019. An online 
publ ic information leaflet was 
produced providing information 
about how the event was organised 
(Appendix 1). A social media 
campaign was held to encourage 
people of all ages and all abilities to 
get out along the coast to collect 
marine litter and leave it in bags 
above the high tide mark. This 
sounds a simple idea but many 
people are put off from collecting 
marine litter because they are either 
unable or unwilling to carry it to a disposal point. This method allowed people the opportunity to 
collect items at a time which suited them and leave it in a black bag above the high tide line. 
Arrangements were made for the UTV to be driven up and down the coast between Carnoustie 
and Arbroath at low tide to collect bags over the three day period. It was hoped that this 
approach would enable people to collect litter at more remote areas and also attract those who 
do not normally take part in organised beach cleans. 
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A local retail outlet, ’Sea No Waste’ in Arbroath, provided 10% off vouchers for people who 
participated.


In addition, a number of organised events took place in the course of the three days. The event 
was launched by over 60 children from Ladyloan Primary school in Arbroath who cleaned an area 
of beach at Inchcape Park. 
Another major exercise was 
undertaken by St Vigeans 
Conservation Network and 
Keptie Friends to clear the 
mouth of the Brothock Burn 
to prevent litter from escaping 
into the sea. Finally, an 
organised clean took place in 
East Haven on the Sunday 
afternoon in the bay area. 
This event also showcased 
the volume of litter and waste 
collected over the three day 
event. 


Social media was used to 
communicate with people from different groups especially those who might be able and willing to 
access litter in more remote places. However, we also wanted to encourage people of all ages 
and abilities to access as many parts of the coastline as possible and play their part, even if that 
involved picking up just one item. 


The public were asked to ‘do their bit' to turn the plastic tide and upload photos to let us know 
who was involved and what they found using the hashtag #GreatABC19. East Grampian Coastal 
Partnership (turning the plastic tide) were able to provide considerable social media support.


Health and Safety 
This event was community led as there is a case to be made that the health and safety culture 
within organisations is such that it can be a barrier to more spontaneous public action. Whilst 
legitimate and reasonable risks have to be considered, there is no reason why this can not be 
done at community and individual level. People have been walking on Scottish beaches for 
thousands of years and taking personal responsibility for their own safety. EHT therefore 
undertook an overarching risk assessment (Appendix 2) and subsequently used social media to 
communicate key safety messages based on the principles of ‘make it safe, make it fun’. Whilst 
the main message was to, ‘get out there and just do it’, people were provided with the opportunity 
to contact EHT to borrow litter picking equipment if required. Low tide times were also explicitly 
highlighted as providing a window of opportunity to collect litter. 
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Angus Council very kindly agreed to provide an industrial skip to remove all items from East 
Haven which was the designated storage site over the three days. They arranged for the skip 
to be weighed both prior to delivery and following collection to establish the total weight of 
items collected. This eliminated the need for prevented volunteers to weigh items manually for 
survey purposes.


   Communication and Publicity  

Over 200 people participated in 
the Great Angus Beach Clean. In 
the days leading up to the event 
it was evident from social media 
that there was a great interest in 
the project and several     e-mail 
enquiries were also received from 
individuals and groups which 
each required a personalised 
response. The local Courier 
provided extensive coverage 
both before, during and after the 
event. People uploaded their 
p ic tures wi th the hashtag 
#GreatABC19 and also sent them 
to us by  e-mail. STV filmed the 
launch of the event in Arbroath. 


A c o u p l e o f 
businesses based in Dundee expressed an 
interest in taking part but required a full health 
and safety brief including ongoing supervision on 
the Friday which we were not in a position to 
facilitate. This was disappointing from our 
perspective but understandable given that 
employers were wiling to let staff participate 
during working hours. It nevertheless highlights 
that health and Safety policies can be an 
impediment to direct action.


A number of members of the public indicated that 
they would like to participate  but would  prefer 
supervision and support. This ranged from a 
couple of people who said that they were home schooling children to people living in-land who 
had never participated in a beach clean previously. This group of individuals were invited to the 
formal beach clean held on the Sunday in East Haven where a supervised event took place. A 
total of 31 people attended this event and most were new to beach cleaning.
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Amount of Marine Litter Removed 

A massive 3 metric tonnes of marine litter was collected 
over the three days and the UTV covered over 60 miles 
during a total working period of 12 hours on the beach. The 
3 tonnes weight does not include items removed by 
fishermen and creelers or items removed by the organisers 
for up-cycling such as a bikes and plastic bottles. Some 
members of the public also reported taking their own bags 
to the recycling centre for disposal. A total of 123 bags of 
mixed marine litter was collected and a comprehensive 
survey of all items can be found in Appendix 3


Ladyloan Primary School 

Over 60 ch i ld ren f rom 
Ladyloan Primary School, 
Arbroath, and teachers and 
parent helpers launched the 
event with a Bach Clean at 
Inchcape Park behind the 
Signal Tower in Arbroath. Crawford Paris from East Grampian 
Coastal Partnership provided equipment and on-site support. At 
first sight, the beach appeared relatively clean. However, as the 
children quickly got in and about the rocks which form part of 
the sea defence they began to pull vast amounts of plastic and 
other items from the crevices.    


A separate survey of 25 bags comprising items 
specifically found by the children can be found in 
Appendix 4. It was considered important to collate survey 
information for the children to assist in their learning and 
provide feedback on their important contribution. The 
children of Ladyloan have been awarded Marine Litter 
Champion status by Angus Council due to their 
commitment to learning about and caring  for the marine 
environment.
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    Some of the items found by children from Ladyloan Primary School


To the astonishment of all concerned, the survey of the 
children’s bags unearthed a very old plastic Fairy Liquid 
bottle. It measured only 15cm in height and was made by 
Thomas Hedley & Co who launched Fairy Liquid in the 1960s. 
Cllr Julie Bell, Marine Litter and Habitat Champion presented 
the children with the vintage bottle in school on 29 May 2019. 
This was very fitting as Cllr Bell worked alongside the children 
when the bottle was found on 10 May. 
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Dog Toys and a Football5 items of Footwear 18 plastic coffee cups 
and 67 drinks cans 

131 plastic bottles 



Fishing Related Litter


A staggering amount of ghost fishing gear was removed 
from the coastline particularly between East Haven and 
Arbroath (see Appendix 3). EHT has attempted to engage 
with fishermen and creelers throughout the past four 
years in an effort to both prevent the loss of such gear 
and to encourage recovery of such gear if it is lost. 
Despite efforts,to engage with the various sectors, the 
amount of plastic fishing line and hooks has increased 
year on year and creelers feel unable to uplift anything 
other than their own usable creels. 


In an interesting development, fishermen and 
creelers raided the Great Beach Clean store in 
East Haven throughout the 3 days removing 
items which seemed to be of value to them. The 
photograph of the bouy on the right is an 
example of an item which was removed by one 
such individual  who said that it belonged to him.  
He declared that it was not his fault that it had 
been lost as the rope had been cut by another 
creeler.


A notice was erected on the store encouraging fishermen and creelers to make a donation at 
the ‘Wee Gallery’ to help cover community  costs but there was no evidence of any donations 
being made. This highlights a lack of accountability amongst those who often contribute to the 
problem of ghost fishing gear and yet are unwilling to pick up any unusable gear. This same 
group seem very willing to use unpaid community volunteers to pick it up for them. Whilst it is 
appropriate that usable gear is reused/recycled the lack of any support from the industry is 
disappointing.
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Fishing in the Ha'en
Respect and Responsibility

Welcome to East Haven where the residents manage the beach and 
local environment to make your visit as enjoyable as possible. Lots of 
people use the beach for a range of activities such as children playing 
dog walking, and sea fishing. Everyone has a right to safety and 
respect and we ask all users of the beach to respect each other by 
clearing away litter and maintaining a safe environment. 

We kindly request that sea-anglers pay attention to the following:

Fish Hooks
When beach fishing it's quite possible to get your hook caught on an 
obstacle many yards out from the shore making it all but impossible to 
retrieve when the tide is in. In these circumstances cut the line as close to 
the water as possible then attach a fluorescent fishing float to the end 
remaining in the water. Then attach the line to a stone, pebble or heavy 
fishing weight to keep it from drifting out to sea. 

Please return at the next low tide to identify the line highlighted by 
your  fluorescent float and retrieving it safely.

Toilets
We have to close our public toilets between October and March as the 
building has no heating or electricity. Please bring your own toilet 
facilities during these months. Please do not wild toilet in and around 
the village. (try TravelJohn bags)

Litter
Please use the bins provided in the picnic area and car park. Please 
do not dump your used gear in the dunes or the sea. 

East Haven Together - Find out more about East 
Haven on our web-site www.easthavenangus.com     
Find us on Facebook ‘Our East Haven’

Watch Your Tackle
Fish hooks can kill more than fish!

We have all been seriously injured by fish hooks left on the beach by sea anglers. East Haven is 
a shared beach and all users should respect each other. That means no dog poo and no fish 

hooks. If your line becomes snagged, cut it as close to the water as possible and attach a 
fluorescent fishing float to highlight its location. Then attach the line to a stone or heavy fishing 

weight to prevent it from washing up elsewhere. Return at the next low tide to remove it.  

If you are unable to return at low tide then you can not fish safely at this beach. Equally, if you 

do not pick up after your dog then you are placing other beach users at risk.

Leave paw prints and foot prints only.

Lucy Bella Flow

   Message to Fishermen and Creelers

Please do everything you can to; 
 Prevent the loss of fishing gear  

Recover it whenever you can 
 Reuse and Recycle it.

Anyone removing items from this temporary store does so at their 
own risk. 

If you do remove an item please make a donation to East Haven 
Together in the public toilets (wee gallery) to help cover the cost to 

the community of removing lost fishing gear from our beaches.  

Thank you



     Source to Sea 

The Brothock Burn is an 11km 
watercourse which rises amongst 
f a r m l a n d s o u t h w e s t 
of  Leysmill  in  Angus  and flows 
through  Letham Grange  and  St 
Vigeans  before entering  Arbroath 
Harbour. It is a source of a large 
amount of marine plastics and fly-
tipped items. Members of St 
Vigeans Conservation Network and 
Keptie Friends  undertook a 
herculean effort to clear the mouth 
of the Brothock which involved 
careful management and local 
knowledge to ensure the safety of 
volunteers.  Ladders were required 
to climb down the walls bordering the 
Brothock. Grappling hooks on ropes were used for hard to access areas. Strong waders 
proved essential items of safety clothing as syringes were evident on the bed of the burn. A 
huge amount of scrap metal and fly-tipped items were removed during this complex operation. 
A video recorded by George Park can be found on associated Facebook sites.


The organised beach clean held on Sunday 12 May in East Haven was 
initially planned to provide an opportunity for people to celebrate their 
achievements over the weekend with coffee and cake and also issue 
the 10% off vouchers provided by ‘Sea no Waste’. However, it became 
an important part of the Great Angus Beach Clean as we were able to 
support people who had not participated in a beach clean previously.  
Survey data from the designated 100m stretch was also uploaded to 
MCS. Educational resources were made available and people had the 
opportunity to view what had been collected over the three days. 
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https://www.scottish-places.info/towns/townfirst5138.html
https://www.scottish-places.info/councils/councilfirst3.html
https://www.scottish-places.info/features/featurefirst4984.html
https://www.scottish-places.info/towns/townfirst4219.html
https://www.scottish-places.info/towns/townfirst4219.html
https://www.scottish-places.info/features/featurefirst9011.html
https://www.scottish-places.info/features/featurefirst9011.html


7. Recycling and Disposal of Waste 

Angus Council provided a skip to facilitate the weighing and removal of collected items.  This 
was delivered on Monday morning which was essentially day four in terms of volunteer time. It 
was important that the skip was delivered immediately prior to filling to prevent any 
unauthorised use over the weekend. 


All the items collected from the beach clean were transferred from the seaward side of the 2m 
high access bridge to the other via the LEADER funded UTV. During the survey of materials as 
many items as possible were sorted for recycling and up-cycling. 


On arrival at the waste disposal site 
managers immediately realised that the skip 
contents presented a huge problem in 
terms of appropriate disposal. 


Initially, it was thought that the 107 creels 
and 28 part creels might go to metal 
recycling. However, as can be seen from the 
photograph on the right, creels are wrapped 
in multiple non-recyclable plastics. In 
addition, some creels were found to be 
marked with rubber strips derived from 
tyres. Rubber strips of this type have been 
washing up on the beach in East Haven for 
at least five years and have been recorded 
in MCS surveys. 


A key outcome following Scotland’s first 
International Marine Conference in February 
2019 was that the British-Irish Council 
agreed to collaborate further to establish a 
system to facilitate the recycling of end of 
life fishing gear. In the meantime, it is left to 
Local Authorities to identify short term 
solutions to the management of 

non-recyclable ghost fishing gear.
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y, m o s t 
plastic found on beaches 
cannot be recycled due 
to its degraded state. 

However, around 150 
p last ic bot t les were 
sa l vaged fo r an a r t 
project that is to  take 
p l ace du r i ng Angus 
C o a s t a l f e s t i v a l i n 
September. A couple of 
bikes were also removed 
for up-cycling at the 
Angus Cycle hub. A few 
creels were retained for 
decorat ive recycl ing. 
Wa s t e M a n a g e m e n t 
Services disposed of the 
waste remaining and a 
total of 22 tyres were 
removed separately.



Recommendations 

As highlighted in the introduction, the Great Angus Beach Clean was the largest event of its 
type ever held in Angus. It could not have been achieved without the support of Angus 
LEADER and provision of the Utility Task Vehicle. In terms of outcomes, it was a resounding 
success as the event passed without incident and 3 Tonnes of marine litter was removed from 
the beach, However, it was a learning curve for everybody and there are things which we will 
do differently when organising similar events on this scale in the future. 


1. Managing e-mail and social media became resource intensive during the two weeks prior to 
the event. When the event commenced it was anticipated that this would reduce somewhat. 
However, the public continued to make contact throughout the three days with special 
requests and/or uploading photographs etc. It would have been helpful to have one person 
dedicated to managing this aspect of the project. 


2. The number of people requesting supervision and support to enable them to participate was 
underestimated. People travelled long distances to take part and some people felt unable to 
participate because we could not respond with provision of equipment. It is suggested that 
Litter Stations are set up along the coast for specified periods during such an event. These 
should be manned by knowledgeable individuals who are able to deliver key safety advice 
and provide reassurance and support to participants/volunteers. 


3. Ensure a timetable of specific activities organised throughout the course of such an event is 
made available to the public.


4. The time and resource dedicated to surveying materials was considerable but worthwhile. 
People appreciate feedback and it provided useful learning about litter types and pollutants. 
We would have liked to have provided greater detail about the 13 full/part full oil containers 
which were found. Several had labels with Montrose details on them and we realise that more 
investigatory work should be carried out to identify the source. It may be appropriate to 
establish whether SEPA could have played a part in supporting this endeavour.


5. Litter picking in hard to access areas such as the Brothock should only be undertaken by 
experienced community groups with access to safety equipment and work wear. A full survey 
of entry and egress points should be made prior to any such activity and ideally, life jackets 
would also be worn. 


6. Provision of a skip by the Local Authority was crucial both in terms of supporting community 
volunteers and also in considering appropriate disposal and recycling. Community Volunteers 
should take care not to overfill the skip. The Local Authority will continue to explore 
appropriate disposal options.


7. There are issues surrounding the vast quantities of ghost fishing gear recovered during the 3 
day event. The Scottish Government are aware of the issues and the Great Angus Beach 
Clean adds evidence to the work currently being undertaken to establish systems to reduce 
the loss of fishing gear, facilitate the recycling of end of life gear and improve educational 
materials and modules on marine litter for the fishing industry and young people.
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APPENDICES


1. Great Angus Beach Clean flier 
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Fill a black bin liner. 

Leave it above high tide level 

Beach UTV will collect

Friday 10 May 10am - 2pm


Sat 11 May 10.30am - 2.30pm

Sun 12 May - 12.30pm - 

3.30pm


Make it Safe and Make it fun  
Don’t lift anything too heavy


Don’t pick up any sharps

Make sure filled bags don’t 

blow away

If you would like litter picking 

equipment email

easthaventogether@gmail.com

The Great Angus Beach Clean 
3 day event 10th - 12th May 2019

From Carnoustie to Arbroath 
Upload your photos 


To OurEastHaven or #GreatABC19




2. EHT Risk Assessment 
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3. Total Survey data 
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4. Ladyloan Primary school survey data. 
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